DIPLOMACY   AND   WAR-----FIRST  ROUND

thus for the first time introduced to our notice. e The Duke*
referred to in the letter was the Due de Longueville who had
been captured in the Battle of the Spurs and had helped during
his captivity in England to further the Anglo-French alliance.

iv.To THOMAS WOLSEYI

MY LORD OF LINCOLN,

I recommend me unto you, and let you wit that I have
spoken with the Duke, which in the beginning was as ill afraid
as ever he was in his life lest no good effect should come to pass.
Nevertheless, in further communing, we went more roundly to
our matters, insomuch that I said to him: Seeing that the King,
your master, hath sought so gently unto us for both amity and
marriage, I assure you (our honour saved) we could be well
content to give hearkening thereto; and if the offers were reason-
able, to agree upon those same. But these be not reasonable,
except the amity should no longer continue than the payment
of money; and yet not so, except there were a reasonable sum
of money to be paid in hand by and by. If his master will
have the marriage I cannot see how it can be conveniently, except
the amity be made during our lives, and one year after, to the
intent that all suspicion of both sides may be set apart. Which
marriage and amity your master may have under this manner:
that is to say, paying yearly one hundred thousand crowns; and
at his request I not to stick for no ready money in hand, but I
to stand content therewith, for recompense of all things. Which
thi[ngs]2 if your master consider what heritance3 he holdeth
from me, and what good my amity may do to help forth his
matter in Italy, I think he will not greatly stick at.

This furthermore I said to the Duke: surely I cannot see how
the amity made for years can any longer endure than the pay-
ment, which expired should be occasion of new breach and
demands, whereby neither he nor we should live quietly; which,

1 Although the original MS. (Calig. E. VI, f. 119) from which I have
printed is much mutilated I have not indicated the lacunae, as these may
properly be supplied from Rymer, Foedera, XIII, p. 403.

3 Rymer omits.                     s i.e. the crown of France,   cf. p. 31 ff.